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I.  Roll Call 

 Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order and asked for a Roll Call.  

 Present: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Eisenhart, 
 Commissioner Hung, Commissioner Speta 
 
 Absent: Commissioner Pelloso, Commissioner Salman, Commissioner Simmer 
 
 Staff: Allison Deitch, Nick Santoro 
 
II.  Review and Approval of May 9, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

 Commissioner Eisenhart made a motion to approve the May 9, 2013 meeting 
 minutes. Commissioner Cavallo seconded the motion, which passed by a voice 
 vote.  
 
III. Visitor Welcome 

 There were now visitors. 

IV. Staff Update on Ongoing Projects  

 Ms. Deitch provided an update on the Green Business Program. She stated that 
 Competitive Lawn was recognized at the June 11, 2013 Village Council meeting.  
 The representatives of Competitive Lawn were excited about the recognition and 
 the posting on the Village’s social media was well-received. Ms. Deitch stated 
 that staff has not received any new applications. Borrowed Earth, which had 
 previously applied, withdrew its application. 
  
  Mr. Santoro summarized recent activities at the Village, including the River 
 Sweep and the Village’s rain barrel event. The River Sweep was successful, with 
 several volunteers clearing an area of St. Joseph’s Creek near Gilbert Park. In the 
 rain barrel event, the Village sold 251 barrels. Mr. Santoro also stated that the 
 staff wants to create a Virtual Garden Walk, which would feature residences 
 whose lawns and yards have conservation features or native plants. 
 



Commissioner Cavallo asked if there were any recognition program for residents. 
Ms. Deitch stated that the virtual garden walk and the Conservation Foundation’s 
Conservation at Home awards are ways of recognizing residents but there is no 
formal program. Commissioner Cavallo related the story of a friend who has 
recently moved to town and invested in solar panels for his home. Commissioner 
Cavallo stated it would be beneficial to other residents to promote these sorts of 
practices. Ms. Deitch stated that it could be done in a way that is similar to the 
virtual garden walk, where photos and an explanation of the project could be 
shown on the Village’s website and social media. The commission also discussed 
the possibility of providing an education session for residents and businesses that 
would feature presentations by Village staff, industry experts and residents who 
have installed solar panels. Ms. Deitch stated that she and Mr. Santoro had 
recently listened to a webinar about solar panels and also had considered how to 
bring the information to residents. She stated this could be a future event.  

  
V. Update to Sustainability Report 

 Ms. Deitch stated that the Village was in the process of updating its report on 
 achievements in sustainability. Ms. Deitch asked for additional suggestions in 
 reaction to the draft that had been emailed out to the commission. Commissioner   

Eisenhart had several suggestions, including adding benchmarking information, 
breaking down the stormwater credits and incentives by category, explaining the 
impact of the reduction in pollutants resulting from new stormwater detention, as 
well as explaining the impacts of reductions in fuel and energy usage in terms of 
the reduction in the Village’s carbon footprint.  
 
Ms. Deitch also asked the commissioners to offer suggestions to increase the 
exposure of the report. Commissioner Speta suggested that the Village 
incorporate a promotion at the library and Metra stations, considering that the 
commuters have smart phones and could access it using the mobile device. 
Commissioner Eisenhart suggested using an infographic to tell the story.  

 
VI. Old Business 

a. Water Conservation 

Ms. Deitch summarized the social media promotions that the Village had 
completed to support the water conservation campaign.  
 

VII. New Business 

 Chairman Sterner asked Ms. Deitch to provide the materials safety data sheet 
 (MSDS) for the mosquito spray the Village would use in 2013. 

 
Commissioner Speta discussed an article he read on co-generation, which allows 
commercial buildings to generate heating or cooling with existing waste-heat. He 



said it would be useful to educate and encourage businesses and building owners 
to install this technology when they upgrade their systems. Ms. Deitch suggested 
that this might be a topic to discuss with the Economic Development Corporation, 
but she stated she would also bring it to the Village’s facilities planning team as 
the Village considers options for renovating or reconstructing Village facilities.  

 
VI.  Adjournment 

 Ms. Deitch suggested that a July meeting could be a tour of the Village’s fleet 
 facility and she would look into scheduling the tour with the Fleet Manager.  
 Commissioner Cavallo made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner 
 Eisenhart seconded the motion and it passed by a voice vote. The meeting was 
 adjourned at 6:54 p.m.  
 


